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This original and inspiring book offers clear and wide-ranging introduction to the arts of painting and
sculpture, to the principal artistic print media, and to the visual arts of modernism and post-modernism.
Covering the entire history of art, from Paleolithic cave painting to contemporary art, it provides
foundational guidance to the basic character and techniques of the different art forms, to the various genres
of painting in the western tradition, and to the techniques of sculpture as they have been practiced over
several millenia and across a wide range of cultures. Throughout the book, Harrison discusses the relative
priorities of aesthetic appreciation and historical inquiry, and of the importance of combining the two
approaches. Written in a style that is at once graceful, engaging, and personal, as well as analytical and exact,
this illuminating book offers an impassioned and timely defense of the importance and value of the first-hand
encounter with works of art, whether in museums or in their original locations.
 
Designed to be useful and attractive to students and teachers of art, art history, and aesthetics, the book will
appeal also to the interested general reader and to those visitors to museums and exhibitions who welcome
guidance to the objects on display, and to the means of gaining the maximum pleasure and instruction from
them.  The 250 color illustrations, each with generous, informative captions, include both well-known works
and a host of less familiar examples from different cultures and periods.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Harrington:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible An
Introduction to Art? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Phillip Permenter:

The book An Introduction to Art make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book An Introduction to Art for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book An Introduction to Art. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Melissa Alfonso:

The experience that you get from An Introduction to Art may be the more deep you rooting the information
that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
be aware of but An Introduction to Art giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this
book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this An Introduction to Art instantly.

Della McDonald:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled An Introduction to Art can be fine book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.
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