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We live in a modern age, but what does ‘modern’ mean and how can a reflection on ‘modernity’ help us to
understand the world today? These are the questions that Peter Wagner sets out to answer in this concise and
accessible book.

Wagner begins by returning to the question of modernity's Western origins and its claims to open up a new
and better era in the history of humanity. Modernity's claims and expectations have become more prevalent
and widely shared, but in the course of their realization and diffusion they have also been radically
transformed. In an acute and engaging analysis, Wagner examines the following key issues among others:

- Modernity was based on the hope for freedom and reason, but it created the institutions of contemporary
capitalism and democracy. How does the freedom of the citizen relate to the freedom of the buyer and seller
today? And what does disaffection with capitalism and democracy entail for the sustainability of modernity?

- Rather than a single model of modernity, there is now a plurality of forms of modern socio-political
organisation. What does this entail for our idea of progress and our hope that the future world can be better
than the present one?

- All nuance and broadening notwithstanding, our concept of modernity is in some way inextricably tied to
the history of Europe and the West. How can we compare different forms of modernity in a 'symmetric',
non-biased or non-Eurocentric way? How can we develop a world-sociology of modernity?
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

Within other case, little people like to read book Modernity. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Modernity. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Shameka Nye:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled Modernity can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Verna Riddle:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Modernity offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Matthew Simons:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Modernity is simple to create
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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