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“The poems in Once illuminate and echo themes of loss and grief.”—Vanity Fair

The incandescent poems in Once, the second collection by an astonishing and formidable poet, explore loss,
violence, and recovery. Facing a mother’s impending death, O’Rourke invokes a vanished childhood of
“American houses, wet / kids moving through them in Spandex bathing suits; / inside, sandwiches with
crusts cut off.” But the future hangs ominously over this summer paradise: not just the death of O’Rourke’s
mother but the stark civic traumas faced by American citizens in the twenty-first century. “The future,”
O’Rourke writes, “is all still / a dream, a night sweat to be swum off / in a wonderland of sand and bread.”

These poems are shadowed by illness, both civic and personal, and by the mysterious currents of grief. What
emerges over the course of the volume is a meditation not only on a daughter’s relationship with her mother
but also on a citizen’s to her nation. Throughout, Once examines the forces that shape war, divorce, and
death, exploring personal culpability and charting uncertain new beginnings as the speakers seek to build
homes in a shattered land and find whole selves amid broken, thwarted relationships.

from "Frontier"

     . . . At times,
     I felt sick, intoxicated
     by BPA and mercury.
     At other times I fasted and the stars
     stumbled clear from the vault.
     Up there, the universe stands around drunk.
     I hope the Lord is kind to us,
     for we engrave our every mistake . . .
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Once: Poems?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Timothy Patrick:

The book Once: Poems can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Once: Poems? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Once: Poems has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Dennis Scott:

Here thing why this particular Once: Poems are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Once: Poems giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Once: Poems. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Once: Poems in e-book
can be your choice.

Emily Boyd:

The guide untitled Once: Poems is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality
of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Once: Poems from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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