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According to the received history, the Cistercian order was founded in Citeaux, France, in 1098 by a group
of Benedictine monks who wished for a stricter community. They sought a monastic life that called for
extreme asceticism, rejection of feudal revenues, and manual labor for monks. Their third leader, Stephen
Harding, issued a constitution, the Carta Caritatis, that called for the uniformity of custom in al Cistercian
monasteries and the establishment of an annual general chapter meeting at Citeaux.

The Cistercian order grew phenomenally in the mid-twelfth century, reaching beyond France to Portugal in
the west, Sweden in the north, and the eastern Mediterranean, ostensibly through a process of apostolic
gestation, whereby members of a motherhouse would go forth to establish a new house. The abbey at
Clairvaux, founded by Bernard in 1115, was alone responsible for founding 68 of the 338 Cistercian abbeys
in existence by 1153. But this well-established view of a centrally organized order whose founders
envisioned the shape and form of areligious order at its primeis not borne out in the historical record.

Through an investigation of early Cistercian documents, Constance Hoffman Berman proves that no reliable
reference to Stephen's Carta Caritatis appears before the mid-twelfth century, and that the document is more
likely to date from 1165 than from 1119. The implications of this fact are profound. Instead of being a
charter by which more than 300 Cistercian houses were set up by a central authority, the document becomes
ameans of bringing under centralized administrative control alarge number of loosely affiliated and already
existing monastic houses of monks as well as nuns who shared Cistercian customs. The likely reason for this
administrative structuring was to check the influence of the overdominant house of Clairvaux, which
threatened the authority of Citeaux through Bernard's highly successful creation of hew monastic
communities.

For centuries the growth of the Cistercian order has been presented as a spontaneous spirituality that swept
western Europe through the power of the first house at Citeaux. Berman suggests instead that the creation of
the religious order was a collaborative activity, less driven by centralized institutions; its formation was
intended to solve practical problems about monastic administration. With the publication of The Cistercian
Evolution, for the first time the mechanisms are revealed by which the monks of Citeaux reshaped fact to
build and administer one of the most powerful and influential religious orders of the Middle Ages.
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From reader reviews:
Adam Whittington:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstabl e resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Cistercian Evolution: The Invention of a Religious
Order in Twelfth-Century Europe (The Middle Ages Series) as the daily resource information.

John Barrow:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Cistercian
Evolution: The Invention of a Religious Order in Twelfth-Century Europe (The Middle Ages Series) suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Cistercian
Evolution: The Invention of a Religious Order in Twelfth-Century Europe (The Middle Ages Series)isa
single of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previousto. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Donna Eldridge:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirementsis The Cistercian Evolution: The Invention of a Religious Order in
Twelfth-Century Europe (The Middle Ages Series) this e-book consist alot of the information with the
condition of thisworld now. Thiskind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. That iswhy this book suited al of you.

Mary Lewis:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Cistercian Evolution: The Invention of
a Religious Order in Twelfth-Century Europe (The Middle Ages Series) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-



new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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