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In this fascinating reassessment of postmodern architecture at the end of the 20th century, Emmanuel Petit
addresses the role of irony and finds a vitality and depth of dialectics largely ignored by historical critiques.
A look at five individual architects—Peter Eisenman (b. 1932), Arata Isozaki (b. 1931), Rem Koolhaas (b.
1944), Stanley Tigerman (b. 1930), and Robert Venturi (b. 1925)—reveals the beginning of a
phenomenology of irony in architecture. As Petit explains, irony is manifested in the work of these architects
as an aesthetic tool, as existential comedy, and as cultural satire.

Petit frames his discussion between the destruction of two utopian structures by architect Minoru Yamasaki
(1912–1986): the demolition of the Pruitt-Igoe housing complex in St. Louis in 1972 and the collapse of the
World Trade Center in 2001. Meticulously researched and drawing widely from philosophy and literary
criticism, Petit crafts a compelling case for the role of irony during a period when architects struggled to
come to terms with significant contradictions within cultural modernity.
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Irony; or, The Self-Critical
Opacity of Postmodern Architecture book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Lorraine Stark:

The publication with title Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern Architecture has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Carolyn Cook:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern Architecture can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Scott Harrington:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but in addition novel and Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern
Architecture or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern Architecture to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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