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Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal Defense is a memoir by renowned trial lawyer M.
Gerald Schwartzbach, who is perhaps best known for successfully defending actor Robert Blake against
charges he had murdered his wife. Each chapter details a different trial in the author’s illustrious career that
run the gamut from murder to malpractice, sexual assault to domestic abuse, from protecting the right of
dissent to advocating expanded rights for defendants. Schwartzbach stands at the intersection of some of the
key issues of our time and demonstrates how true justice can only happen when we refuse to objectify the
defendant, whoever he or she may be, whatever his or her alleged crime.
Finally, Leaning on the Arc is a firsthand, material, and applicable account of what it takes to practice
criminal defense law at a high level, how it really works, what to watch out for, and how it all feels.
“Gerry Schwartzbach’s fascinating book is not only packed with great tales of injustice subverted by
intelligence and passion, but it reminds us how the litany of prosecutorial injustices we read about daily, can
be overthrown by the old industrial-age values of diligence, deep thought, and a burning commitment to
justice. Though many of the cases in this book are about the famous, I met him when he was defending a
penniless and unknown close friend of mine. I know a stand-up man when I see one, and you should read
this book to gain an introduction.”
—Peter Coyote, Actor/Author

"This is the fascinating memoir of an excellent, highly accomplished, practical and idealistic criminal
defense lawyer, as committed to his clients, the proper functioning of the criminal justice system and the rule
of law as any lawyer could be. The lesson to be drawn is that thoughtful and the most thorough preparation is
the key ingredient for success in the practice of law, regardless of one's specialty."
—Robert Helman, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP, Adjunct Professor University of Chicago Law School
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Brown:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Leaning on the Arc: A Personal
History of Criminal Defense will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with
you?

Mary Jones:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal Defense
as the daily resource information.

Ronald Smith:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be study. Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal
Defense can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Sylvia Grable:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal Defense. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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