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“The storyteller’s gift is my inheritance,” writes Rudolfo Anaya in his essay “Shaman of Words.” Although
he is best known for Bless Me, Ultima and other novels, his writing also takes the form of nonfiction, and in
these 52 essays he draws on both his heritage as a Mexican American and his gift for storytelling. Besides
tackling issues such as censorship, racism, education, and sexual politics, Anaya explores the tragedies and
triumphs of his own life.

Collected here are Anaya’s published essays. Despite his wide acclaim as the founder of Chicano literature,
no previous volume has attempted to gather Anaya’s nonfiction into one edition. A companion to The Man
Who Could Fly and Other Stories, the collection of Anaya’s short stories, The Essays is an essential
anthology for followers of Anaya and those interested in Chicano literature.

Pieces such as “Requiem for a Lowrider,” “La Llorona, El Kookoóee, and Sexuality,” and “An American
Chicano in King Arthur’s Court” take the reader from the llano of eastern New Mexico, where Anaya grew
up, to the barrios of Albuquerque, and from the devastating diving accident that nearly ended his life at
sixteen to the career he has made as an author and teacher. The point is not autobiography, although a life
story is told, nor is it advocacy, although Anaya argues persuasively for cultural change. Instead, the author
provides shrewd commentary on modern America in all its complexity. All the while, he employs the
elegant, poetic voice and the interweaving of myth and folklore that inspire his fiction. “Stories reveal our
human nature and thus become powerful tools for insight and revelation,” writes Anaya. This collection of
prose offers abundant new insight and revelation.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Gomes:

The book The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing
like a book The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas
series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Concepcion Maldonado:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book.
One of them is this The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series).

Gerald Sosa:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series).

Tim Andrus:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions
of the Americas series) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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