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Now in paperback, an award-winning look at French salons and the women who presided over them

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, between the reign of Louis XIII and the Revolution, French
aristocratic society developed an art of living based on a refined code of good manners.

Conversation, which began as a way of passing time, eventually became the central ritual of social life. In the
salons, freed from the rigidity of court life, it was women who dictated the rules and presided over exchanges
among socialites, writers, theologians, and statesmen. They contributed decisively to the development of the
modern French language, new literary forms, and debates over philosophical and scientific ideas.

With a cast of characters both famous and unknown, ranging from the Marquise de Rambouillet to Madame
de Sta‘l, and including figures like Ninon de Lenclos, the Marquise de Sevigne, and Madame de Lafayette,
as well as Pascal, La Rochefoucauld, Diderot, and Voltaire, Benedetta Craveri traces the history of this
worldly society that carried the art of sociability to its supreme perfection–and ultimately helped bring on the
Revolution that swept it all away.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald James:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Age of Conversation, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Randy Gable:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Age of Conversation guide written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Age of Conversation as good book not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Cary Freeman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Age of Conversation offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Raymond Nelson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Age of
Conversation which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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