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'l know not whether Laws be right, Or whether Laws be wrong; All that we know who lie in gaol Isthat the
wall isstrong; And that each day islike ayear, A year whose days are long.' Oscar Wilde (The Ballad of
Reading Gaol) This unique work looks closely at the life and times of Reading Gaol prison during the period
that Oscar Wilde was a prisoner there. The book also contains a number of new insights concerning Wilde's
classic poem, The Ballad of Reading Gaol, and offers fresh information about Oscar Wilde. Written by
senior prison officer Anthony Stokes, Pit of Shame is based on upwards of ten years research and familiarity
with the very fabric of Reading Gaol. It also tells of notorious and famous prisoners such as Thomas
Jennings, Amelia Dyer (the 'Reading Baby Farmer') and actor Stacey Keach; examines the many hangings
that took place at Reading over the years, including that of Trooper Charles Thomas Wooldridge & the 'C.
T. W." of Wilde's ballad; lists the chain of eventsthat led to the rejection of capital punishment by the UK
and mentions the escapes, brutality, and corruption that took place. Anthony Stoke's compelling account
outlines the rich and diverse history of this most famous of English prisons and tells of its many different and
intriguing uses over the years, before Reading Gaol's modern-day reincarnation as an innovative and
progressive young offender institution. There are chapters on internment in the wake of Ireland's Easter
Rising, Reading'srole as alocal prison and borstal correctional center, and its use by the Canadian military
for 'invisible prisoners. All thisis enhanced by fascinating period detail from archives, newspapers, and
records. The appendicesinclude alist of all executions at Reading Gaol, the historic Dietary Requirements,
and Prison Rules. The 16 pages of illustrations include photographs and drawings of the prison and the hand-
written entry in the Visiting Committee book concerning an ill-fated petition by Oscar Wilde to the Home
Secretary; aswell as that in the Execution Log for Charles Thomas Wooldridge.
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From reader reviews:
Jane Nelsen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Pit of Shame: The Real Ballad of Reading Gaol. Try to face the book
Pit of Shame: The Real Ballad of Reading Gaol as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it isvery
fortuned in your case. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

George Finch:

The book untitled Pit of Shame: The Real Ballad of Reading Gaol is the e-book that recommended to you
you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of investigation
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of Pit of Shame: The Real Ballad of Reading Gaol from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Mary Blackwell:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you must do
isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. Among the booksin the
top record in your reading list is actually Pit of Shame: The Real Ballad of Reading Gaol. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Duane Coley:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Pit of Shame: The Real Ballad of Reading Gaol when you required it?
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