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The Civil War influenced virtually every aspect of children's lives, and in turn they eagerly incorporated the
experience of war into their daily assumptions and activities. In this new contribution to the American
Childhoods series, James A. Marten places the experiences of children living in the North during the Civil
War into the larger contexts of economic, political, and cultural developments during the nineteenth century.
On the home front, children became almost full-fledged members of their communities in their support of the
war effort. They left school to replace absent men on farms and in factories, helped raise funds for hospitals
and other soldiers' causes, and volunteered to knit socks, pick lint, and perform other necessary duties. Even
as families were torn apart by the war, Mr. Marten notes, family ties grew stronger as Union soldiers filled
their letters with love and advice for their children. He shows how the war brought writers for children to
challenge the pacifism reflected in antebellum literature and instead to promote controversial political
viewpoints such as abolitionism and to support the Union's military action. Indeed, Northern children's lives
were militarized as never before, from the toys and games and stories that were overwhelmed by images of
warfare and pro-Union ideals to actual military service by under-age soldiers and drummer boys. Both
heroes and casualties, drummer boys in fact became potent symbols of the Northern war effort and the
subject of countless poems and articles, at least temporarily altering perceptions of proper roles for children
and youth in American society. As adults looking back, Northern children saw the war as a great adventure
or a turning point in their lives. Some mourned lost fathers or relatives; others mourned lost childhoods.
Children for the Union opens a new window on the impact of the war and shows that the youngest
Americans were inevitable and enthusiastic participants in the nation's worst crisis. Abundantly illustrated.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Children for the Union: The War Spirit on the
Northern Home Front (American Childhoods Series) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book
or appropriate book with you?

Tanisha Goss:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Children for the Union:
The War Spirit on the Northern Home Front (American Childhoods Series) is kind of book which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Joseph Fulkerson:

The book untitled Children for the Union: The War Spirit on the Northern Home Front (American
Childhoods Series) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have
a nice study.

Marcella Cook:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Children for the Union: The War Spirit on the Northern Home Front (American
Childhoods Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person
must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life with this book Children for the Union: The War Spirit on the Northern Home Front
(American Childhoods Series). You can more appealing than now.
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