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Jazz critic for The New Yorker since 1957 and the author of some fifteen books, Whitney Balliett has spent a
lifetime listening to and writing about jazz. "All first-rate criticism," he once wrote in a review, "first defines
what we are confronting." He could as easily have been describing his own work. For nearly half a century,
Balliett has been telling us, in his widely acclaimed pitch-perfect prose, what we are confronting when we
listen to America's greatest?and perhaps only original?musical form.

Collected Works: A Journal of Jazz 1954-2001 is a monumental achievement, capturing the full range and
register of the jazz scene, from the very first Newport Jazz Festival to recent performances (in clubs and on
CDs) by a rising generation of musicians. Here are definitive portraits of such major figures as Duke
Ellington, Dizzy Gillespie, Django Reinhardt, Martha Raye, Buddy Rich, Charles Mingus, Louis Armstrong,
Billie Holliday, Art Tatum, Bessie Smith, and Earl Hines?a list that barely scratches the surface. Generations
of readers have learned to listen to the music with Balliett's graceful guidance. For five decades he has
captured those moments during which jazz history is made.

Though Balliett's knowledge is an encyclopedic treasure, he has always written as if he were listening for the
first time. Since its beginnings in New Orleans at the turn of the century, jazz has been restlessly and
relentlessly evolving. This is an art form based on improvising, experimenting, shapeshifting?a constant
work in progress of sounds and tonal shades, from swing and Dixieland, through boogie-woogie, bebop, and
hard bop, to the "new thing," free jazz, abstract jazz, and atonal jazz. Yet, in all its forms, the music is
forever sustained by what Balliett calls a "secret emotional center," an "aural elixir" that "reveals itself when
an improvised phrase or an entire solo or even a complete number catches you by surprise." Balliett's
celebrated essays invariably capture the so-called "sound of surprise"?and then share this sound with general
readers, music students, jazz lovers, and popular American culture buffs everywhere. As The Los Angeles
Times Book Review has observed, "Few people can write as well about anything as Balliett writes about
jazz."
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Clark:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Collected Works: A
Journal of Jazz 1954-2001. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Maureen Harris:

This book untitled Collected Works: A Journal of Jazz 1954-2001 to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

David Giles:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of
them is this Collected Works: A Journal of Jazz 1954-2001.

Nancy Landry:

The publication with title Collected Works: A Journal of Jazz 1954-2001 includes a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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