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A monumental accomplishment in the history of non-Western mathematics, The Chinese Roots of Linear
Algebra explains the fundamentally visual way Chinese mathematicians understood and solved mathematical
problems. It argues convincingly that what the West "discovered" in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
had already been known to the Chinese for 1,000 years.

Accomplished historian and Chinese-language scholar Roger Hart examines Nine Chapters of Mathematical
Arts?the classic ancient Chinese mathematics text?and the arcane art of fangcheng, one of the most
significant branches of mathematics in Imperial China. Practiced between the first and seventeenth centuries
by anonymous and most likely illiterate adepts, fangcheng involves manipulating counting rods on a
counting board. It is essentially equivalent to the solution of systems of N equations in N unknowns in
modern algebra, and its practice, Hart reveals, was visual and algorithmic. Fangcheng practitioners viewed
problems in two dimensions as an array of numbers across counting boards. By "cross multiplying" these,
they derived solutions of systems of linear equations that are not found in ancient Greek or early European
mathematics. Doing so within a column equates to Gaussian elimination, while the same operation among
individual entries produces determinantal-style solutions.

Mathematicians and historians of mathematics and science will find in The Chinese Roots of Linear Algebra
new ways to conceptualize the intellectual development of linear algebra.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

The book The Chinese Roots of Linear Algebra can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Chinese
Roots of Linear Algebra? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book The Chinese Roots of Linear Algebra has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Linda Caron:

This The Chinese Roots of Linear Algebra is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Chinese Roots of Linear
Algebra can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get
through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Mac Cutter:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Chinese Roots of Linear Algebra can give you
a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Chinese Roots of Linear Algebra.

Cathy Duran:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book The Chinese Roots of Linear Algebra was filled concerning
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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