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The notion that rituals, like natural languages, are governed by implicit, rigorous rules led scholars in the last
century, harking back to the early Indian grammarian Patanjali, to speak of a "grammar", or "syntax", of
ritual, particularly sacrificial ritual. Despite insightful examples of ritual complexes that follow hierarchical
rules akin to syntactic structures in natural languages, and ambitious attempts to imagine a Universal
Grammar of sacrificial ritual, no single, comprehensive "grammar" of any ritual system has yet been
composed.

This book offers the first such "grammar." Centering on *S-the idealized sacrificial system represented in the
Priestly laws in the Pentateuch--it demonstrates that a ritual system is describable in terms of a set of concise,
unconsciously internalized, generative rules, analogous to the grammar of a natural language. Despite far-
reaching diachronic developments, reflected in Second Temple and rabbinic literature, the ancient Israelite
sacrificial system retained a highly unchangeable "grammar," which is abstracted and analysed in a
formulaic manner.

The limits of the analogy to linguistics are stressed: rather than categories borrowed from linguistics, such as
syntax and morphology, the operative categories of *S are abstracted inductively from the ritual texts:
zoemics--the study of the classes of animals used in ritual sacrifice; jugation-the rules governing the joining
of animal and non-animal materials; hierarchics-the tiered structuring of sacrificial sequences; and
praxemics--the analysis of the physical activity comprising sacrificial procedures. Finally, the problem of
meaning in non-linguistic ritual systems is addressed.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Nystrom:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called The
"Grammar" of Sacrifice: A Generativist Study of the Israelite Sacrificial System in the Priestly Writings with
The "Grammar" of *S? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Robin Curtin:

The guide with title The "Grammar" of Sacrifice: A Generativist Study of the Israelite Sacrificial System in
the Priestly Writings with The "Grammar" of *S has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jorge Eaton:

The particular book The "Grammar" of Sacrifice: A Generativist Study of the Israelite Sacrificial System in
the Priestly Writings with The "Grammar" of *S has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Sunday Richey:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
called of book The "Grammar" of Sacrifice: A Generativist Study of the Israelite Sacrificial System in the
Priestly Writings with The "Grammar" of *S. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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