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Research, philosophy, personal experience, and a dash of creative re-vision season this intelligent spiritual
memoir recounting poet Beth Houston's four-decade journey "from being spiritually inclined to born-again
Christian to progressive Christian to disillusioned agnostic to delighted Deist." In college Houston adopted
quasi-fundamentalist Christianity as her religion of choice and continued to consider herself Christian despite
years of grappling with contradictions inherent in any form of fundamentalism. While acknowledging that
her Christian born-again experience was spiritually real, she explains how her religious experience was
socially constructed. Broadly deconstructing "text worship," including biblical literalism, Houston argues
that religious myths, superstitions, and claims of "special revelation" must be transcended by a belief that
does not contradict our innate, God-given faculties of reason, conscience, intuition, experience, and aesthetic
sensibility, referred to collectively as common sense. She reminds us that belief is belief, not absolute truth.
Deism, literally God-ism, a humanist, minimalist religion "of God and only God," protects the believer from
presumptuous theology and from the exploitation of religious leaders and spiritual con artists. To underscore
her case for democratic religion, on the one hand she cites American revolutionaries like Thomas Paine,
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and John Adams, and on the other hand exposes the dark side of faith
with examples ranging from the medieval Inquisition to TV evangelism to the documented connection
between religion and crime to the "divine-right Dominionist alliance" of evangelists, rightwing politicians,
major corporations, and the neocon. In the end, Houston challenges the reader to experience a similar
paradigm shift from anxious blind faith to spiritual delight derived from the integrity of common sense.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mele:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Born-Again Deist book as this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Daniel Gutierrez:

This Born-Again Deist are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Born-Again Deist can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Born-Again Deist giving you an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Sam Hasse:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Born-Again Deist that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick
Born-Again Deist become your current starter.

Mary Brott:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Born-Again Deist can give you a lot of
close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Born-Again Deist.
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