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HOW (NOT) TO WRITE A HIT SONG! - 101 COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID IF YOU WANT
SONGWRITING SUCCESS takes a close look at the essential elements consistently found in the structure,
melodies and lyrics of all hit songs. The book highlights and analyzes the most common errors that are made
when these key components are built into a song—so that new writers can try to avoid such mistakes in their
own songs. Most writers have, at some stage, had to endure the disappointment of having songs rejected by
music publishers or record companies—and ended up asking themselves: “Could I have done more to make
my songs better?”. This book aims to help writers recognise any weaknesses in their songs, so that they can
re-work them, make them stronger, and hopefully achieve the breakthrough that they’re seeking. The music
industry has been going through major changes in recent years. It is now a ‘singles market’ again. As a
result, there are now even greater opportunities for new writers who are capable of crafting potential hit
songs with memorable melodies and lyrics. But competition is intense. So it’s more important than ever for
writers to make sure their songs stand out from the pack by avoiding the traps and pitfalls that many
inexperienced songwriters fall into. Written in an easy, non-technical style, the book identifies many frequent
causes of songwriting problems—from common mistakes in basic song structure … to having the wrong
mental attitude and an unsatisfactory songwriting environment. From getting the blend of core ingredients
wrong … to flawed choices when it comes to titles, melodies, lyrics, hooks, choruses, intros, bridges, pre-
choruses—and even the song demo itself. The book’s author, Brian Oliver—an experienced music publisher,
songwriter and music consultant—warns that aspiring writers’ chances of success could be hampered if they
fail to spend enough time polishing their songs and eradicating weaknesses in their songwriting. That’s why
this book sets out to help new writers develop their own unique writing style while avoiding fundamental
errors at each key stage in the song development process. It includes important tips on fixing and
strengthening songs, along with a detailed checklist of 101 common mistakes that writers can measure their
own songs against—no matter how ‘finished’ they think their songs are.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Skaggs:

The feeling that you get from How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You
Want Songwriting Success could be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but How [Not]
To Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting Success giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who
read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common
Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting Success instantly.

Tara Gamboa:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting
Success, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

James Chapman:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101
Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting Success can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Gary Muldowney:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting
Success we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must want to
read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life



with that book How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting
Success. You can more inviting than now.
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