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What makes a story a story? What is style? What' s the connection between realism and real life? These are
some of the questions James Wood answers in How Fiction Works, the first book-length essay by the
preeminent critic of his generation. Ranging widely—from Homer to David Foster Wallace, from What
Maisie Knew to Make Way for Ducklings—Wood takes the reader through the basic elements of the art, step

by step.

The result is nothing less than a philosophy of the novel—plainspoken, funny, blunt—in the traditions of E.
M. Forster’ s Aspects of the Novel and Strunk and White' s The Elements of Style. It sums up two decades of
insight with wit and concision. It will change the way you read.
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From reader reviews:
Jerry Gavin:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This How Fiction Works book is readabl e through you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding How Fiction Works
content conveys thinking easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different available asit. So, do you still thinking How Fiction Worksis not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Debbie Brown:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual How Fiction Worksis kind of book
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Samual Larkin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read abook. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book How Fiction Worksiit is quite good to read. There are alot of those
who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Andrew Spivey:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book How Fiction Works was vibrant and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book How Fiction Works has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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