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Jonathan Ascher, an acclaimed 1960s radical writer and cultural hero, has been dead for thirty years.
            When a would-be biographer approaches Ascher’s widow Martha, she delves for the first time into
her husband’s papers and all the secrets that come tumbling out of them. She finds journals that begin as a
wisecracking chronicle of life at the fringes of the New York literary scene, then recount Ascher’s sexual
adventures in the pre-Stonewall gay underground and the social upheavals that led to his famous book “JD.”
As Martha reads on, she finds herself in a long-distance conversation with her dead husband, fighting with
him again about their rocky marriage and learning about the unseen tragedy in her own apartment that ended
with the destruction of their son, Mickey. Mickey comes to life in the space between Jonathan and Martha’s
conflicting portraits of him, while Martha and the biographer tangle over the continued relevance of
Jonathan’s politics and his unfulfilled vision of a nation remade. Martha learns about herself, finally, through
her confrontation with a man who will not let her go, even in death.
            Mark Merlis’s JD is a brilliant and harrowing view of a half century of the American experiment,
acted out on a small stage by three people who cannot find a way—neither sex nor touch nor words—to
speak their love for one another.

“Many years after a '60s New York writer's death, his widow confronts their tumultuous marriage and
private identities through his journals. . . . JD's most masterful element is its treatment of these two
characters, both of whom spent their lives groping for contentment like one trying to find a light switch in a
darkened room. A great writer offers not just tight prose but also insight, a series of probing questions that
extend from the fictional world into the real one. JD asks who its characters were, and in doing so, forces the
reader to confront the intricate and fascinating politics of identity—Shelf Awareness for Readers, *starred
review
 
“A truly impressive work of literary fiction, JD documents author Mark Merlis as an extraordinary novelist
able to deftly craft a complex plot and populate it with a roster of inherently fascinating characters and
memorable events. The result is an entertaining and engaging read that will linger in the mind long after the
book is finished. Very highly recommended for both community and academic library literary fiction
collections.”—Midwest Book Review/Reviewer’s Bookwatch
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From reader reviews:

David Barthel:

The book JD: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the best thing like a book JD: A Novel? A number of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book JD: A Novel has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Grace Seals:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take JD: A Novel as your daily resource information.

Diane Walker:

The particular book JD: A Novel has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this
book.

Ok Lord:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book JD: A Novel to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is
to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book JD: A Novel can to be
a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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