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Maternal instinct--the all-consuming, utterly selfless love that mothers lavish on their children--has long
been assumed to be an innate, indeed defining element of a woman's nature. But is it? In this provocative,
groundbreaking book, renowned anthropologist (and mother) Sarah Blaffer Hrdy shares a radical new vision
of motherhood and its crucial role in human evolution.

Hrdy strips away stereotypes and gender-biased myths to demonstrate that traditional views of maternal
behavior are essentially wishful thinking codified as objective observation. As Hrdy argues, far from being
"selfless," successful primate mothers have always combined nurturing with ambition, mother love with
sexual love, ambivalence with devotion. In fact all mothers, in the struggle to guarantee both their own
survival and that of their offspring, deal nimbly with competing demands and conflicting strategies.

In her nuanced, stunningly original interpretation of the relationships between mothers and fathers, mothers
and babies, and mothers and their social groups, Hrdy offers not only a revolutionary new meaning to
motherhood but an important new understanding of human evolution. Written with grace and clarity,
suffused with the wisdom of a long and distinguished career, Mother Nature is a profound contribution to our
understanding of who we are as a species--and why we have become this way.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Abramson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Mother Nature: Maternal Instincts and
How They Shape the Human Species book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Rick Braden:

The publication untitled Mother Nature: Maternal Instincts and How They Shape the Human Species is the
e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Mother Nature: Maternal
Instincts and How They Shape the Human Species from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Alan Malbrough:

This Mother Nature: Maternal Instincts and How They Shape the Human Species is completely new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in
reading this Mother Nature: Maternal Instincts and How They Shape the Human Species can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Arthur Coe:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually Mother Nature: Maternal Instincts and How They Shape the Human
Species. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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