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Geographical Information Systems (GIS) are computer systems for storing, displaying and analyzing spatial
data. The past twenty years have seen a rapid growth in their use in government, commerce and academia,
and they can be used for managing a network of utilities, from handling census data through to planning the
location of a new supermarket. But how do they work?

Stephen Wise has been a regular contributor to GeoEurope and his 'Back to Basics' articles have provided a
clear and simple introduction to the inner workings of GIS for a non-specialist audience. He now presents the
original articles with new material and provides a new coverage of both major types of GIS: vector and raster
systems.
Undergraduates and professionals who wish to improve their knowledge of GIS should get a better
understanding of how GIS operate in the way that they do, such as how spatial data is stored on a computer,
how the different methods affect the capabilities of the GIS, how basic operations performed and how the
choice of algorithm affects the speed of the system.
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From reader reviews:

Faye Wilson:

The book GIS Basics can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the good thing like a book GIS Basics? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share
all of these. Book GIS Basics has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Eulalia Perry:

GIS Basics can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing GIS Basics nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Alisa Gordon:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this GIS Basics publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still skepticism GIS Basics as good book not merely by the cover but
also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Randolph Urban:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is GIS Basics.
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