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In the romantic tradition, music is consistently associated with madness, either as cause or cure. Writers as
diverse as Kleist, Hoffmann, and Nietzsche articulated this theme, which in fact reaches back to classical
antiquity and continues to resonate in the modern imagination. What John Hamilton investigates in this study
isthe way literary, philosophical, and psychological treatments of music and madness challenge the limits of
representation and thereby create a crisis of language. Special focusis given to the decidedly
autobiographical impulse of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, where musical experience and
mental disturbance disrupt the expression of referential thought, illuminating the irreducible aspects of the
self before language can work them back into a discursive system.

The study begins in the 1750s with Diderot's Neveu de Rameau, and situates that text in relation to
Rousseau's reflections on the voice and the burgeoning discipline of musical aesthetics. Upon tracing the
linkage of music and madness that courses through the work of Herder, Hegel, Wackenroder, and Kleist,
Hamilton turns his attention to E. T. A. Hoffmann, whose writings of the first decades of the nineteenth
century accumulate and qualify the preceding tradition. Throughout, Hamilton considers the particular
representations that link music and madness, investigating the underlying motives, preconceptions, and
ideological premises that facilitate the association of these two experiences. The gap between sensation and
its verbal representation proved especially problematic for romantic writers concerned with the ineffability of
selfhood. The author who chose to represent himself necessarily faced problems of language, which
invariably compromised the uniqueness that the author wished to express. Music and madness, therefore,
unworked the generalizing functions of language and marked a critical limit to linguistic capabilities. While
the various conflicts among music, madness, and language questioned the viahility of signification, they also
raised the possibility of producing meaning beyond significance.
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From reader reviews:
Carrie Wakefield:

Music, Madness, and the Unworking of Language (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and
the Arts) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Music, Madness, and the Unworking of Language (Columbia Themesin
Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Diana Brunswick:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Music, Madness, and the
Unworking of Language (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still question Music, Madness, and the Unworking of Language (Columbia
Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) as good book not simply by the cover but also through
the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

Joel Kiser:

Beside thiskind of Music, Madness, and the Unworking of Language (Columbia Themes in Philosophy,
Socia Criticism, and the Arts) in your phone, it can give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or
facts. Theinformation and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if
you feel like an old people livein narrow village. It is good thing to have Music, Madness, and the
Unworking of Language (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Socia Criticism, and the Arts) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
guestionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!

Brad Sharpe:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromit. It is identified as of
book Music, Madness, and the Unworking of Language (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism,



and the Arts). Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without |eaving behind the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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