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It’s the summer of 1936, and the writer Stefan Zweig is in crisis. His German publisher no longer wants him,
his marriage is collapsing, and his house in Austria—searched by the police two years earlier—no longer
feels like home. He’s been dreaming of Ostend, the Belgian beach town that is a paradise of promenades,
parasols, and old friends. So he journeys there with his lover, Lotte Altmann, and reunites with fellow writer
and semi-estranged close friend Joseph Roth, who is himself about to fall in love. For a moment, they create
a fragile haven. But as Europe begins to crumble around them, the writers find themselves trapped on
vacation, in exile, watching the world burn. In Ostend, Volker Weidermann lyrically recounts “the summer
before the dark,” when a coterie of artists, intellectuals, drunks, revolutionaries, and madmen found
themselves in limbo while Europe teetered on the edge of fascism and total war.
 
Ostend is the true story of two of the twentieth century’s great writers, written with a novelist’s eye for
pacing, chronology, and language—a dazzling work of historical nonfiction.
 
(Translated from the German by Carol Brown Janeway)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

The knowledge that you get from Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the Summer Before the Dark is a
more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the Summer
Before the Dark giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this specific Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the Summer Before the Dark instantly.

George Jamison:

This Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the Summer Before the Dark usually are reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the
Summer Before the Dark can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the
Summer Before the Dark giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Margaret Garcia:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the Summer Before the Dark, you can tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
book.

Frank Foushee:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth,
and the Summer Before the Dark is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot



of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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