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Becoming a mother profoundly alters one’s perception of the world, as Lindal Buchanan learned firsthand
when she gave birth. Suddenly attentive to representations of mothers and mothering in advertisements,
fiction, film, art, education, and politics, she became intrigued by the persuasive force of the concept of
motherhood, an interest that unleashed a host of questions: How is the construct defined? How are maternal
appeals crafted, presented, and performed? What do they communicate about gender and power? How do
they affect women? Her quest for answers has produced Rhetorics of Motherhood, the first book-length
consideration of the topic through a feminist rhetorical lens.

Although both male and female rhetors employ motherhood to promote themselves and their agendas,
Buchanan argues it is particularly slippery terrain for women—on the one hand, affording them authority and
credibility but, on the other, positioning them disadvantageously within the gendered status quo. Rhetorics of
Motherhood investigates that paradox by detailing the cultural construction and performance of the Mother
in American public discourse, tracing its use and impact in three case studies, and by theorizing how, when,
and why maternal discourses work to women’s benefit or detriment. In the process, the reader encounters a
fascinating array of issues—including birth control, civil rights, and abortion—and rhetors, ranging from
Diane Nash and Margaret Sanger to Sarah Palin and Michelle Obama.

As Buchanan makes clear, motherhood is a rich site for investigating the interrelationships among gender,
power, and public discourse. Her latest book contributes to the discipline of rhetoric by attending to and
making a convincing case for the significance of this understudied subject. With its examination of timely
controversies, contemporary and historical figures, and powerful women, Rhetorics of Motherhood will
appeal to a wide array of readers in rhetoric, communications, American studies, women’s studies, and
beyond.
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From reader reviews:

William Bellard:

The book Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) to be your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open and read a e-book Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and
Feminisms). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Susan Preuss:

The publication with title Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

William Copeland:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is usually Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and
Feminisms). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Linda Justice:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that can
you take to be your object. One of them is actually Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and
Feminisms).
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