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‘The courtier has to imbue with grace his movements, his gestures, his way of doing things and in
short, his every action’

In The Book of the Courtier (1528), Baldesar Castiglione, a diplomat and Papal Nuncio to Rome, sets out to
define the essential virtues for those at Court. In a lively series of imaginary conversations between the real-
life courtiers to the Duke of Urbino, his speakers discuss qualities of noble behaviour – chiefly discretion,
decorum, nonchalance and gracefulness – as well as wider questions such as the duties of a good government
and the true nature of love. Castiglione’s narrative power and psychological perception make this guide both
an entertaining comedy of manners and a revealing window onto the ideals and preoccupations of the Italian
Renaissance at the moment of its greatest splendour.

George Bull’s elegant translation captures the variety of tone in Castiglione’s speakers, from comic
interjections to elevated rhetoric. This edition includes an introduction examining Castiglione’s career in the
courts of Urbino and Mantua, a list of the historical characters he portrays and further reading.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Ramos:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Book of the Courtier (Penguin Classics) as the daily
resource information.

Amy McCarter:

This book untitled The Book of the Courtier (Penguin Classics) to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Richard Ma:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Book of the Courtier (Penguin Classics) was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Book of the Courtier (Penguin
Classics) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading this.

Jewell Brundage:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book The Book of the Courtier (Penguin Classics) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book The Book of the
Courtier (Penguin Classics). You can more attractive than now.
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