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In this book Elizabeth Closs Traugott and Graeme Trousdale develop an approach to language change based
on construction grammar. Construction grammar is a theory of signs construed at the level of the phrase,
clause, and complex sentence. Until now it has been mainly synchronic. The authors use it to reconceptualize
grammaticalization (the process by which verbs like 'to have' lose semantic content and gain grammatical
functions, or word order is reorganised as syntax-prominent rather than discourse-prominent), and
lexicalization (in which idioms become fixed and complex words simplified). Basing their argument on the
notions that language is made up of language-specific form-meaning pairings and that there is a gradient
between lexical and grammatical constructions, Professor Traugott and Dr Trousdale suggest that language
change proceeds by micro-steps that involve closely related changes in syntax, morphology, phonology,
semantics, pragmatics, and discourse functions. They illustrate their exposition with numerous English
examples drawn from Anglo-Saxon times to the present, many of which they discuss in depth.

The book is organized in six chapters. The first outlines the approach and the questions to be addressed,
while the second reviews usage-based models of language change, and the third considers the relation
between grammatical constructionalization and grammaticalization. Chapters 4 and 5 focus respectively on
lexical constructionalization and the role of context, before the final chapter draws the authors' arguments
together and outlines prospects for further research. Constructionalization and Constructional Changes
propounds and demonstrates a new and productive approach to historical linguistics.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Gayle:

The book Constructionalization and Constructional Changes (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical
Linguistics) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make reading a book Constructionalization and Constructional Changes (Oxford Studies in Diachronic
and Historical Linguistics) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like open up and read a guide Constructionalization and Constructional Changes (Oxford Studies in
Diachronic and Historical Linguistics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Charlotte Gambrel:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Constructionalization and Constructional
Changes (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) had been making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
Constructionalization and Constructional Changes (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics)
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book
Constructionalization and Constructional Changes (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics).
You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Anne Braden:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Constructionalization and
Constructional Changes (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics), you could enjoy both. It
is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Ed Abraham:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Constructionalization and
Constructional Changes (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as



the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick
Constructionalization and Constructional Changes (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics)
become your current starter.
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