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What does the imminent death of the family farm mean to the average American? A great deal, declares
Hanson, who as both afarmer and a classics professor (California State University-Fresno) imbues this
provocative, €loquent polemic with personal experience plus an unshakeable agrarian vision that harks back
to Greece, Rome and the early American republic. Agribusiness, says Hanson, has obliterated the rural
culture that once was the matrix of American society. The superabundance bestowed by corporate mega-
farms, he adds, comes at a price: factory farms, propped up by mostly hidden government support and
dependent on toxic pesticides and fertilizers, pollute the air, water and soil as they turn out bland, tasteless
produce for avoracious, rootless and soulless consumerist society. Hanson (Fields Without Dreams) is
totally unsentimental about small-scale independent farming; far from being tranquil, bucolic and simple, he
reports, it isabruta, dirty, maddening, messy, always difficult, sometimes deadly pursuit. Y et family
farming, he insists, cultivates bedrock values -- reliance on self and family, distrust of complexity and
bureaucracy, skepticism of taxation, willingness to stand up to evil (whether the enemy be insects, weeds or
monopolistic landowners) -- values that are integral to aresilient, egalitarian democracy but that he believes
are now in short supply. Hanson models these impassioned essays on Crevecoeur's 1782 classic Letters from
an American Farmer and sprinkles his barbed critique of contemporary American culture with allusionsto
Virgil, Pericles, Pindar, Euripides and Thucydides. Even if readers don't plan to go back to nature, hisfeisty,
curmudgeonly,challenging, ruminative essays provide much food for thought.
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From reader reviews:
David Chambers;

Here thing why thiskind of The Land Was Everything: Letters from an American Farmer are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. The Land Was Everything: Letters from an
American Farmer giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no e-book that similar with The Land Was Everything: Letters from an American Farmer. It
givesyou thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the
form of The Land Was Everything: Letters from an American Farmer in e-book can be your alternative.

Aurelio Ashley:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Land Was Everything: Letters from an American Farmer, it is possible
to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a book.

Rachel Addison:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information ssimpler to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Land Was Everything: Letters from an American Farmer this guide
consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. Thiskind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer valueto explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Sherri Ellison:

This The Land Was Everything: Letters from an American Farmer is new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Land Was



Everything: Letters from an American Farmer can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this book is easy to get by ssimply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading areserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss the ideal
Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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