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Friends broaden our children’s horizons, share their joys and secrets, and accompany them on their journeys
into ever wider worlds. But friends can also gossip and betray, tease and exclude. Children can cause untold
suffering, not only for their peers but for parents as well. In this wise and insightful book, psychologist
Michael Thompson, Ph.D., and children’s book author Catherine O’Neill Grace, illuminate the crucial and
often hidden role that friendship plays in the lives of children from birth through adolescence.

Drawing on fascinating new research as well as their own extensive experience in schools, Thompson and
Grace demonstrate that children’s friendships begin early–in infancy–and run exceptionally deep in intensity
and loyalty. As children grow, their friendships become more complex and layered but also more
emotionally fraught, marked by both extraordinary intimacy and bewildering cruelty. As parents, we watch,
and often live through vicariously, the tumult that our children experience as they encounter the “cool”
crowd, shifting alliances, bullies, and disloyal best friends.

Best Friends, Worst Enemies brings to life the drama of childhood relationships, guiding parents to a deeper
understanding of the motives and meanings of social behavior. Here you will find penetrating discussions of
the difference between friendship and popularity, how boys and girls deal in unique ways with intimacy and
commitment, whether all kids need a best friend, why cliques form and what you can do about them.

Filled with anecdotes that ring amazingly true to life, Best Friends, Worst Enemies probes the magic and the
heartbreak that all children experience with their friends. Parents, teachers, counselors–indeed anyone who
cares about children–will find this an eye-opening and wonderfully affirming book.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Gay:

The book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the
Social Lives of Children has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Lynn Kelley:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important normally. The book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of
Children seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social
Lives of Children is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Best
Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children. You never feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Randall Hernandez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get just before. The Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives
of Children giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Shane Dagostino:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you



act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children will give you a new experience in
reading through a book.
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