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Rhetorically charged debates over theory have divided scholars of the humanities for decades. In Elegy for
Theory, D. N. Rodowick steps back from well-rehearsed arguments pro and con to assess why theory has
become such a deeply contested concept. Far from lobbying for a return to the "high theory" of the 1970s and
1980s, he calls for a vigorous dialogue on what should constitute a new, ethically inflected philosophy of the
humanities.

Rodowick develops an ambitiously cross-disciplinary critique of theory as an academic discourse, tracing its
historical displacements from ancient concepts of theoria through late modern concepts of the aesthetic and
into the twentieth century. The genealogy of theory, he argues, is constituted by two main lines of descent--
one that goes back to philosophy and the other rooted instead in the history of positivism and the rise of the
empirical sciences. Giving literature, philosophy, and aesthetics their due, Rodowick asserts that the mid-
twentieth-century rise of theory within the academy cannot be understood apart from the emergence of
cinema and visual studies. To ask the question, "What is cinema?" is to also open up in new ways the
broader question of what is art.

At a moment when university curriculums are everywhere being driven by scientism and market forces,
Elegy for Theory advances a rigorous argument for the importance of the arts and humanities as
transformative, self-renewing cultural legacies.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Arias:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this Elegy for Theory.

Dwight Hancock:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book Elegy for Theory ended up being making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The book Elegy for Theory is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Elegy for Theory. You never sense lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Beverly Thomas:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Elegy for Theory book as nice and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lloyd Gilbert:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Elegy for Theory that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Elegy
for Theory become your starter.
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