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"These notes are about the process of design: the process of inventing things which display new physical
order, organization, form, in response to function.” This book, opening with these words, presents an entirely
new theory of the process of design.

In thefirst part of the book, Mr. Alexander discusses the process by which aform is adapted to the context of
human needs and demands that has called it into being. He shows that such an adaptive process will be
successful only if it proceeds piecemeal instead of all at once. It isfor this reason that forms from traditional
unselfconscious cultures, molded not by designers but by the slow pattern of changes within tradition, are so
beautifully organized and adapted. When the designer, in our own self-conscious culture, is called on to
create aform that is adapted to its context he is unsuccessful, because the preconceived categories out of
which he builds his picture of the problem do not correspond to the inherent components of the problem, and
therefore lead only to the arbitrariness, willfulness, and lack of understanding which plague the design of
modern buildings and modern cities.

In the second part, Mr. Alexander presents a method by which the designer may bring hisfull creative
imagination into play, and yet avoid the traps of irrelevant preconception. He shows that, whenever a
problem is stated, it is possible to ignore existing concepts and to create new concepts, out of the structure of
the problem itself, which do correspond correctly to what he calls the subsystems of the adaptive process. By
treating each of these subsystems as a separate subproblem, the designer can translate the new concepts into
form. The form, because of the process, will be well-adapted to its context, non-arbitrary, and correct.

The mathematics underlying this method, based mainly on set theory, is fully developed in along appendix.
Another appendix demonstrates the application of the method to the design of an Indian village.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Marshall:

The book Notes on the Synthesis of Form give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should
use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Notes on the Synthesis of Form for
being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Notes on the
Synthesis of Form. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So
, how do you think about this publication?

Barry Phelan:

The experience that you get from Notes on the Synthesis of Form is the more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to comprehend but Notes on the Synthesis of Form giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book aso makes your own vocabulary
increase well. That makesit easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having that Notes on the Synthesis of Form instantly.

Edward Emory:

The reason why? Because this Notes on the Synthesis of Form is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside
it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of benefits
than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , till
want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jennifer David:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Notes on the Synthesis of Form issimple
to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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