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The explosive growth of the immigrant population since the 1960s has raised concerns about its impact on
public life, but only recently have scholars begun to ask how religion affects the immigrant experience in our
society. In Religion and the New Immigrants, Michael W. Foley and Dean R. Hoge assess the role of local
worship communities in promoting civic engagement among recent immigrants to the United States.
The product of a three-year study on immigrant worship communities in the Washington, DC area, the book
explores the diverse ways in which such communities build social capital among their members, provide
social services, develop the "civic skills" of members, and shape immigrants' identities. It looks closely at
civic and political involvement and the ways in which worship communities involve their members in the
wider society. Evidence from a survey of 200 worship communities and in-depth studies of 20 of them
across ethnic groups and religious traditions suggests that the stronger the ethnic or religious identity of the
community and the more politicized the leadership, the more civically active the community.
The explosive growth of the immigrant population since the Local leadership, much more than ethnic origins
or religious tradition, shapes the level and kind of civic engagement that immigrant worship communities
foster. Catholic churches, Hindu temples, mosques, and Protestant congregations all vary in the degree to
which they help promote greater integration into American life. But where religious and lay leaders are
civically engaged, the authors find, ethnic and religious identity contribute most powerfully to participation
in civic life and the larger society.
Religion and the New Immigrants challenges existing theories and offers a nuanced view of how religious
institutions contribute to the civic life of the nation. As one of the first studies to focus on the role of religion
in immigrant civic engagement, this timely volume will interest scholars and students in a range of
disciplines as well as anyone concerned about the future of our society.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Kirk:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Religion and the New Immigrants: How
Faith Communities Form Our Newest Citizens seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Religion and the
New Immigrants: How Faith Communities Form Our Newest Citizens is not only giving you far more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Religion and the New Immigrants: How
Faith Communities Form Our Newest Citizens. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Bryan Perry:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be read.
Religion and the New Immigrants: How Faith Communities Form Our Newest Citizens can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Margaret Jackson:

This Religion and the New Immigrants: How Faith Communities Form Our Newest Citizens is new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Religion and the New Immigrants: How Faith Communities Form Our Newest Citizens can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Travis Smith:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Religion and the New Immigrants: How Faith Communities Form Our Newest
Citizens we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must love to
read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life



at this book Religion and the New Immigrants: How Faith Communities Form Our Newest Citizens. You can
more attractive than now.
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