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While we are commonly told that the distinctive method of mathematics is rigorous proof, and that the
special topic of mathematics is abstract structure, there has been no agreement among mathematicians,
logicians, or philosophers as to just what either of these assertions means. John P. Burgess clarifies the
nature of mathematical rigor and of mathematical structure, and above all of the relation between the two,
taking into account some of the latest developments in mathematics, including the rise of experimental
mathematics on the one hand and computerized formal proofs on the other hand. The main theses of Rigor
and Structure are that the features of mathematical practice that a large group of philosophers of
mathematics, the structuralists, have attributed to the peculiar nature of mathematical objects are better
explained in a different way, as artefacts of the manner in which the ancient ideal of rigor is realized in
modern mathematics. Notably, the mathematician must be very careful in deriving new results from the
previous literature, but may remain largely indifferent to just how the results in the previous literature were
obtained from first principles. Indeed, the working mathematician may remain largely indifferent to just what
the first principles are supposed to be, and whether they are set-theoretic or category-theoretic or something
else. Along the way to these conclusions, a great many historical developments in mathematics, philosophy,
and logic are surveyed. Yet very little in the way of background knowledge on the part of the reader is
presupposed.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Fowler:

This Rigor and Structure book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Rigor and
Structure without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Rigor and Structure can bring any time you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone.
This Rigor and Structure having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Kevin Jakubowski:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a
book. The book Rigor and Structure it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book offers high quality.

Katrina White:

This Rigor and Structure is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read
the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Rigor and Structure in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Albert Shepherd:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Rigor and Structure can give you a lot of good
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Rigor and Structure.
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