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The assassination of Osama bin Laden by SEAL Team 6 in May 2011 will certainly figure among the
greatest achievements of US Special Forces. After nearly ten years of searching, they descended into his
Pakistan compound in the middle of the night, killed him, and secreted the body back into Afghanistan.
Interest in these forces had always been high, but it spiked to new levels following this success. There was a
larger lesson here too. For serious jobs, the president invariably turns to the US Special Forces: the SEALs,
Delta Force, the Green Berets, and the USAF's Special Tactics squad. Given that secretive grab-and-snatch
operations in remote locales characterize contemporary warfare as much as traditional firefights, the Special
Forces now fill a central role in American military strategy and tactics.

Not surprisingly, the daring and secretive nature of these commando operations has generated a great deal of
interest. The American public has an overwhelmingly favorable view of the forces, and nations around the
world recognize them as the most capable fighting units: the tip of the American spear, so to speak. But how
much do we know about them? What are their origins? What function do they fill in the larger military
structure? Who can become a member? What do trainees have to go through? What sort of missions do
Special Forces perform, and what are they expected to accomplish? Despite their importance, much of what
they do remains a mystery because their operations are clandestine and the sources elusive.

In The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to Know, eminent scholar John Prados brings his deep
expertise to the subject and provides a pithy primer on the various components of America's special forces.
The US military has long employed Special Forces in some form or another, but it was in the Cold War when
they assumed their present form, and in Vietnam where they achieved critical mass. Interestingly, the Special
Forces suffered a rapid decline in numbers after that conflict despite the fact that the United States had
already identified terrorism as a growing security threat. The revival of Special Forces began under the
Reagan administration. After 9/11 they experienced explosive growth, and are now integral to all US military
missions. Prados traces how this happened and examines the various roles the Special Forces now play. They
have taken over many functions of the regular military, a trend that Prados does not expect will end any time
soon.

This will be a definitive primer on the elite units in the most powerful military the world has ever known.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to Know®.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some
sort of book The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to Know®. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Belinda Kirwin:

The particular book The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to Know® has a lot of information on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this book.

Jodie Jennings:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to Know® this reserve consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Vincent Espinoza:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to
Know® to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling
about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine
it. Beside that the reserve The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to Know® can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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