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By the end of the 1960s the process of decolonization had practically run its course in Southeast Asia. One
exception, however, was tiny Portuguese Timor, where notions of self-determination and independence had
yet to be generated. In 1974, the Carnation Revolution in Portugal brought about the end of fifty years of
dictatorship, and halfway around the world, presented a new opportunity to a small, ambitious proportion of
the Timorese population, eager to shape the future of their country.

This book presents a compelling and original perspective on the critical period of 1974-1975 in the history of
East Timor. It describes how the language of palitics helped to shape the events that brought about the
decolonization of Portuguese Timor, its brief independence as The Democratic Republic of East Timor, and
its recolonization by an Asian neighbour. Further, it challenges the ideathat this period of history was
infused by the spirit of nationalism in which the majority Timorese partook, and which contended with other
competing western —isms, including colonialism, communism, neo-colonialism, and fascism. In contrast, the
book argues that the Timorese mgjority had little understanding of any of these alien political abstractions
and that the period can be most effectively explained and understood in terms of the contrast between the
political culture of Dili, the capital, and the political culture of the rest of the country. In turn, David Hicks
highlights how the period of 1974-1975 can offer lessons to government and international policy-makers
alike who are trying to bring about a transformation in governance from the traditional to the legal and
convert individuals from peasantsto citizens.

The result of extensive fieldwork and interviews, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of
Southeast Asian studies, international relations, post-conflict studies and post-colonial studies.
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From reader reviews:
Teressa Fernandez:

The book Rhetoric and the Decolonization and Recolonization of East Timor (Routledge Contemporary
Southeast Asia Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Rhetoric and the Decol onization and
Recolonization of East Timor (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) being your habit, you can get
alot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Rhetoric and the Decol onization and
Recolonization of East Timor (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about this guide?

Irene Holmes:

The actual book Rhetoric and the Decolonization and Recolonization of East Timor (Routledge
Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to describe theideais very unigue. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Rhetoric and the Decolonization and Recolonization of East Timor (Routledge
Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Dave Arreola;

The book untitled Rhetoric and the Decolonization and Recolonization of East Timor (Routledge
Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) contain alot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read
the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Jesse Eriksen:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
haveit in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Rhetoric and the Decolonization and Recolonization
of East Timor (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) can give you alot of good friends because
by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Rhetoric and the Decol onization and Recolonization of East



Timor (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series).
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