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When the landmark Supreme Court case of Brown vs. Board of Education was handed down in 1954, many
civil rights advocates believed that the decision, which declared public school segregation unconstitutional,
would become the Holy Grail of racial justice. Fifty years later, despite its legal irrelevance and the racially
separate and educationally ineffective state of public schooling for most black children, Brown is still viewed
by many as the perfect precedent.

Here, Derrick Bell shatters the shining image of this celebrated ruling. He notes that, despite the onerous
burdens of segregation, many black schools functioned well and racial bigotry had not rendered blacks a
damaged race. He maintains that, given what we now know about the pervasive nature of racism, the Court
should have determined instead to rigorously enforce the "equal" component of the "separate but equal"
standard. Racial policy, Bell maintains, is made through silent covenants--unspoken convergences of interest
and involuntary sacrifices of rights--that ensure that policies conform to priorities set by policy-makers.
Blacks and whites are the fortuitous winners or losers in these unspoken agreements. The experience with
Brown, Bell urges, should teach us that meaningful progress in the quest for racial justice requires more than
the assertion of harms. Strategies must recognize and utilize the interest-convergence factors that strongly
influence racial policy decisions.

In Silent Covenants, Bell condenses more than four decades of thought and action into a powerful and eye-
opening book.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Marcellus:

This book untitled Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial
Reform to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication
from your list.

Peter White:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial Reform your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of
Education and the Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial Reform giving you another experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

William Hughes:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the
Unfulfilled Hopes for Racial Reform can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Antonio Mock:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled
Hopes for Racial Reform when you desired it?
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