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Éamon de Valera embodies Irish independence much as de Gaulle personifies French resistance and
Churchill exemplifies British resolve. Ronan Fanning offers a reappraisal of the man who remains the most
famous, and most divisive, political figure in modern Irish history, reconciling de Valera’s shortcomings
with a recognition of his achievement as the statesman who single-handedly severed Ireland’s last ties to
England.

Born in New York in 1882, de Valera was sent away to be raised by his mother’s family in Ireland, where a
solitary upbringing forged the extraordinary self-sufficiency that became his hallmark. Conservative in his
youth, he changed his name from Edward to Éamon when he became a member of the Gaelic League, the
Irish language revival movement, in 1908. Five years later, he joined the Irish Volunteers, a nationalist
military organization, and participated in the 1916 Easter Rising. Escaping execution afterward, he used his
prestige as the senior surviving rebel officer to become the leader of Ireland’s revolutionary nationalists. But
the iron will that was usually his strength became a fateful weakness when he stubbornly rejected the Anglo-
Irish Treaty, sparking the Irish Civil War of 1922–1923.

De Valera’s vision for Ireland was blinkered: he had little interest in social and economic progress. But
without him, Ireland might never have achieved independence. The nation was spared decades of
unproductive debate on the pros and cons of remaining tied to Britain, and by 1973 it had enough self-
confidence to surrender some of its sovereignty by joining the European Community.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Torres:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Éamon de
Valera: A Will to Power suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Éamon de Valera: A Will to Poweris the one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Michael Short:

You can get this Éamon de Valera: A Will to Power by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
you.

Melinda Anderson:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Éamon de Valera: A Will to Power can make you experience more
interested to read.

Christine Andrews:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Éamon de Valera: A Will to Power.
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