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The spring of 1971 heralded the greatest geopolitical realignment in a generation. After twenty-two years of
antagonism, China and the United States suddenly moved toward a détente—achieved not by politicians but
by Ping-Pong players. The Western press delighted in the absurdity of the moment and branded it “Ping-
Pong Diplomacy.” But for the Chinese, Ping-Pong was always political, a strategic cog in Mao Zedong’s
foreign policy. Nicholas Griffin proves that the organized game, from its first breath, was tied to
Communism thanks to its founder, Ivor Montagu, son of a wealthy English baron and spy for the Soviet
Union.

Ping-Pong Diplomacy traces a crucial intersection of sports and society. Griffin tells the strange and tragic
story of how the game was manipulated at the highest levels; how the Chinese government helped cover up
the death of 36 million peasants by holding the World Table Tennis Championships during the Great
Famine; how championship players were driven to their deaths during the Cultural Revolution; and, finally,
how the survivors were reconvened in 1971 and ordered to reach out to their American counterparts.
Through a cast of eccentric characters, from spies to hippies and Ping-Pong-obsessed generals to atom-bomb
survivors, Griffin explores how a neglected sport was used to help realign the balance of worldwide power.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Vance:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History
Behind the Game That Changed the World will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with
you?

Mark Nixon:

The experience that you get from Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History Behind the Game That Changed
the World is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The
Secret History Behind the Game That Changed the World giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this specific Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History Behind the Game That
Changed the World instantly.

Michael Banks:

This book untitled Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History Behind the Game That Changed the World to
be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
publication from your list.

Dawn Fernandez:

This Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History Behind the Game That Changed the World is great e-book
for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great
coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History Behind the Game That
Changed the World in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one



particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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