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Over the past several years, "the American in Tuscany" has become a literary subgenre. Launched
by the phenomenal success of Frances Mayes's Under the Tuscan Sun, bookstores now burgeon
with nimble, witty accounts of this clash in cultures-Americans trying to do American things in Italy
and bumping against a brick wall of tradition.

Before this subgenre exhausts itself, it's only fair that we hear the other side of the story-that of a
native Tuscan and of dozens of Americans who have stormed through his life and homeland,
determined to find in it whatever they are looking for, whether quaintness or wisdom, submission or
direction.

There is no one better to provide this view than Dario Castagno. A Tuscan guide whose client base
is predominantly American, Dario has spent more than a decade taking individuals and small
groups on customized tours through the Chianti region of Tuscany. Reared in Britain through early
childhood, he speaks English fluently and is therefore capable of fully engaging his American
clients and getting to know them. Too Much Tuscan Sun is Dario's account of some of his more
remarkable customers, from the obsessive and the oblivious to the downright lunatic.

It is also a primer on Tuscany--its charms and its culture. Structured around a typical Tuscan year,
Dario takes us through the sights, smells, and sounds of Chianti during each of the twelve months,
including the festivities and pageantry that accord with the season, most notable the Palio-the
bareback horse race that consumes the social energies of the people of Siena for all of July and
August.

Dario also intersperses an account of his own life and times-that of a transplanted British "little
lord" who learns to love the wilds of Chianti; of his discovery and adoption of abandoned peasant
farmhouses; of his apprenticeship in the wine industry; and of his arduous transformation from
bohemian layabout to thriving Tuscan guide.

But the bulk of the book is devoted, with humor and affection, to the Americans he has met-the
vain, the silly, the ignorant, the ambitious, the horny, the condescending, the charming, and the
outright pathological. Some of them have made his life hell and live in his nightmares; others
became lifelong friends.
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From reader reviews:
NellieWellborn:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several waysto
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Too
Much Tuscan Sun: Confessions Of A Chianti Tour Guide, you could tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading areserve.

Robert Higby:

The reserve with title Too Much Tuscan Sun: Confessions Of A Chianti Tour Guide contains alot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
inside new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Donald Goodman:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever fegling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Too Much Tuscan Sun: Confessions Of A Chianti Tour
Guide why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Benjamin Herrera:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Too Much Tuscan Sun: Confessions Of A
Chianti Tour Guide can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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