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Concrete: We use it for our buildings, bridges, dams, and roads. We walk on it, drive on it, and many of us
live and work within itswalls. But very few of us know what it is. We take for granted this ubiquitous
substance, which both literally and figuratively comprises much of modern civilization’ s constructed
environment; yet the story of its creation and devel opment features a cast of fascinating characters and
remarkable historical episodes. This book delvesinto this history, opening readers’ eyes at every turn.

In alively narrative peppered with intriguing details, author Robert Corland describes how some of the most
famous personalities of history became involved in the development and use of concrete—including King
Herod the Great of Judea, the Roman emperor Hadrian, Thomas Edison (who once owned the largest
concrete cement plant in the world), and architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Courland points to recent
archaeological evidence suggesting that the discovery of concrete directly led to the Neolithic Revolution
and the rise of the earliest civilizations. Much later, the Romans reached extraordinarily high standards for
concrete production, showcasing their achievement in iconic buildings like the Coliseum and the Pantheon.
Amazingly, with the fall of the Roman Empire, the secrets of concrete manufacturing were lost for over a
millennium.

The author explains that when concrete was rediscovered in the late eighteenth century it was initially
viewed as an interesting novelty or, at best, a speciaized building material suitable only for a narrow range
of applications. It was only toward the end of the nineteenth century that the use of concrete exploded.
During this rapid expansion, industry lobbyists tried to disguise the fact that modern concrete had certain
defects and critical shortcomings. It is now recognized that modern concrete, unlike its Roman predecessor,
gradually disintegrates with age. Compounding this problem is another distressing fact: the manufacture of
concrete cement is amajor contributor to global warming.

Concrete Planet isfilled with incredible stories, fascinating characters, surprising facts, and an array of
intriguing insights into the building material that forms the basis of the infrastructure on which we depend.
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From reader reviews:
Marie Flynt:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of the
World's Most Common Man-Made Material. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Given that we know about how isimportant the book Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of
the World's Most Common Man-Made Material. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thingitis
possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It iscalled e-
book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Mark Thomas:

The ability that you get from Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's Most
Common Man-Made Material isthe more degp you rooting the information that hide within the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Concrete
Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Material giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Concrete Planet: The Strange
and Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Material instantly.

L ouise Guest:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Concrete Planet: The
Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Materia suitable to you? Often the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Concrete Planet: The Strange
and Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Materialis one of several booksin which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, therefore al of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give
you alots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Jillian Harrington:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can aso inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or



even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Concrete Planet: The
Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Material.
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