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As banks crashed, belts tightened, and cupboards emptied across the country, American prisons grew fat.
Doing Time in the Depression tells the story of the 1930s as seen from the cell blocks and cotton fields of
Texas and California prisons, state institutions that held growing numbers of working people from around
the country and the world overwhelmingly poor, disproportionately non-white, and displaced by economic
crisis. Ethan Blue paints a vivid portrait of everyday life inside Texas and California's penal systems. Each
element of prison life from numbing boredom to hard labor, from meager pleasure in popular culture to
crushing pain from illness or violence demonstrated a contest between keepers and the kept. From the
moment they arrived to the day they would leave, inmates struggled over the meanings of race and manhood,
power and poverty, and of the state itself. In this richly layered account, Blue compellingly argues that
punishment in California and Texas played a critical role in producing a distinctive set of class, race, and
gender identities in the 1930s, some of which reinforced the social hierarchies and ideologies of New Deal
America, and others of which undercut and troubled the established social order. He reveals the underside of
the modern state in two very different prison systems, and the making of grim institutions whose power
would only grow across the century.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Doing Time in the Depression:
Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and Culture), you are able to enjoy both. It
is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Mary Jones:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and
California Prisons (American History and Culture) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Mary Adam:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Doing Time in the
Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and Culture) which is finding
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

May Davidson:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life
in Texas and California Prisons (American History and Culture) to make your current reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Doing Time in the Depression:
Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and Culture) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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