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“Remarkably, writes Ted Atkinson, “during a period roughly corresponding to the Great Depression,
Faulkner wrote the novels and stories most often read, taught, and examined by scholars. Thisisthefirst
comprehensive study to consider his most acclaimed works in the context of those hard times.

Atkinson sees Faulkner s Depression-era novels and stories as an ideol ogical battleground--in much the same
way that 1930s Americawas. With their contrapuntal narratives that present alternative accounts of the same
events, these works order multiple perspectives under the design of narrative unity. Thus, Faulkner s ongoing
engagement with cultural politics gives aesthetic expression to afundamental ideological challenge of
Depression-era America: how to shape what FDR called a*“new order of things out of such conflicting
voices as the radical |eft, the Popular Front, and the Southern Agrarians.

Focusing on aesthetic decadence in Mosguitoes and dispossession in The Sound and the Fury, Atkinson
shows how Faulkner anticipated and mediated emergent sociocultural forces of the late 1920s and early
1930s. In Sanctuary; Light in August; Absalom, Absalom!; and “Dry September, Faulkner explores social
upheaval (in the form of lynching and mob violence), fascism, and the appeal of strong leadership during
troubled times. As| Lay Dying, The Hamlet, “Barn Burning, and “The Tall Men reveal his*ambivalent
agrarianism --his sympathy for, yet anxiety about, the legions of poor and landless farmers and
sharecroppers. In The Unvanquished, Faulkner views Depression concerns through the historical lens of the
Civil War, highlighting the forces of destruction and reconstruction common to both events.

Faulkner is no proletarian writer, says Atkinson. However, the dearth of overt referencesto the Depression in
hiswork is not asign that Faulkner was out of touch with the times or consumed with aesthetics to the point
of ignoring social reality. Through his comprehensive social vision and his connections to the rural South,
Hollywood, and New Y ork, Faulkner offers readers remarkable new insight into Depression concerns.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Tebo:

Typically the book Faulkner and the Great Depression: Aesthetics, Ideology, and Cultural Politics has alot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was written
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Loren Hatfield:

Reading a book being new life stylein this season; every people lovesto read a book. When you learn a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Faulkner and the Great Depression: Aesthetics, Ideology, and Cultural Politics will give you new
experience in reading through a book.

Robert Shaw:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
aright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Faulkner
and the Great Depression: Aesthetics, Ideology, and Cultural Politics which is having the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's view.

Richard Jimenez:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Faulkner and the Great Depression:
Aesthetics, Ideology, and Cultura Politics can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou
are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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