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National polls show that approximately 50 million adult Americans are born-again Christians. Yet most
Americans see their culture as secular, and the United States is viewed around the world as a secular nation.
Further, intellectuals and journalists often portray born-again Christians, despite their numbers, as outsiders
who endanger public life. But is American culture really so neatly split between the religious and the
secular? Is America as "modern" and is born-again Christian religious belief as "pre-modern" as many think?

In the 1980s, born-again Christians burst into the political arena with stunning force. Gone was the image of
"old-fashioned" fundamentalism and its anti-worldly, separatist philosophy. Under the leadership of the
Reverend Jerry Falwell and allied preachers, millions broke taboos in place since the Scopes trial
constraining their interaction with the public world. They claimed new cultural territory and refashioned
themselves in the public arena. Here was a dynamic body of activists with an evangelical vision of social
justice, organized under the rubric of the "Moral Majority."

Susan Harding, a cultural anthropologist, set out in the 1980s to understand the significance of this new
cultural movement. The result, this long-awaited book, presents the most original and thorough examination
of Christian fundamentalism to date. Falwell and his co-pastors were the pivotal figures in the movement. It
is on them that Harding focuses, and, in particular, their use of the Bible's language. She argues that this
language is the medium through which born-again Christians, individual and collective, come to understand
themselves as Christians. And it is inside this language that much of the born-again movement took place.
Preachers like Falwell command a Bible-based poetics of great complexity, variety, creativity, and force,
and, with it, attempt to mold their churches into living testaments of the Bible. Harding focuses on the
words--sermons, speeches, books, audiotapes, and television broadcasts--of individual preachers, particularly
Falwell, as they rewrote their Bible-based tradition to include, rather than exclude, intense worldly
engagement. As a result of these efforts, born-again Christians recast themselves as a people not separated
from but engaged in making history. The Book of Jerry Falwell is a fascinating work of cultural analysis, a
rare account that takes fundamentalist Christianity on its own terms and deepens our understanding of both
religion and the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Lewis:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Book of Jerry Falwell:
Fundamentalist Language and Politics.? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Douglas Elem:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of
them is this The Book of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist Language and Politics..

Joseph Russell:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The Book
of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist Language and Politics. your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get just before. The The Book of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist Language and Politics. giving you one
more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Daryl Sanders:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Book of Jerry
Falwell: Fundamentalist Language and Politics. which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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