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The present volume is merely an expansion of the corresponding chapter in the first edition of The Golden
Bough. It treats of the principles of taboo in their special application to sacred personages, such as kings and
priests, who are the proper theme of the book. It does not profess to handle the subject as a whole, to pursue
it into all its ramifications, to trace the manifold influences which systems of this sort have exerted in
moulding the multitudinous forms of human society. A treatise which should adequately discuss these topics
would far exceed the limits which I have prescribed for myself in The Golden Bough. For example, I have
barely touched in passing on the part which these superstitions have played in shaping the moral ideas and
directing the moral practice of mankind, a profound subject fraught perhaps with momentous issues for the
time when men shall seriously set themselves to revise their ethical code in the light of its origin. For that the
ethical like the legal code of a people stands in need of constant revision will hardly be disputed by any
attentive and dispassionate observer. The old view that the principles of right and wrong are immutable and
eternal is no longer tenable. The moral world is as little exempt as the physical world from the law of
ceaseless change, of perpetual flux. Contemplate the diversities, the inconsistencies, the contradictions of the
ethical ideas and the ethical practice, not merely of different peoples in different countries, but of the same
people in the same country in different ages, then say whether the foundations of morality are eternally fixed
and unchanging. If they seem so to us, as they have probably seemed to men in all ages who did not extend
their views beyond the narrow limits of their time and country, it is in all likelihood merely because the rate
of change is commonly so slow that it is imperceptible at any moment and can only be detected by a
comparison of accurate observations extending over long periods of time. Such a comparison, could we
make it, would probably convince us that if we speak of the moral law as immutable and eternal, it can only
be in the relative or figurative sense in which we apply the same words to the outlines of the great mountains,
by comparison with the short-lived generations of men. The mountains, too, are passing away, though we do
not see it; nothing is stable and abiding under or above the sun. We can as little arrest the process of moral
evolution as we can stay the sweep of the tides or the courses of the stars.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Golden Bough: A Study in
Magic and Religion (Vol. 3 of 12) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

John Moore:

The book untitled The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion (Vol. 3 of 12) is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and
Religion (Vol. 3 of 12) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Lawrence Hurst:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion (Vol. 3 of 12) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get before. The The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion (Vol. 3 of 12)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

John Keaney:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion
(Vol. 3 of 12) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Golden
Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion (Vol. 3 of 12) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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